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IN WASHINGTON — t? in 

Investigations Pick Up 


By MILES BENSON 

Newhouse News Service 

The House is expected to vote this 
week to spend another $2.5 million to fin- 
ish the investigations of the assassinations 
of President John F. Kennedy and the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr., begun 16 months 
ago. 

A team of 115 lawyers, investigators, 
researchers, consultants and other aides 
assembled for the twin investigations has 
now completed virtually all field work in 
both cases, according to one source. 

Plans now call for the 12-member Se- 
lect House Committee on Assassinations to 
begin holding secret sessions three times 
weekly to question witnesses in each case. 
The closed-door sessions will continue 
through the summer or fall, when the pan- 
el will present its findings in a final round 
of public hearings which may last another 
month or more. 

Robert Lehner, the former New York 
City homicide prosecutor who led the task 
force reinvestigating the King killing for 
the past year, has left the committee staff. 
It was Lehner who last year conducted ex- 
tensive interviews in- prison with James 
Earl Ray, the convicted slayer of King, 
who has recanted his 1968 confession. 


Chief Counsel Robert Blakey refused 
to discuss Lehner’s departure. 

IN AN INTERIM report to the House, 
the assassination committee described 
several “special projects” currently un- 
derway in each investigation. 

“Some of these projects have never 
before been undertaken to evaluate avail- 
able evidence concerning the assassina- 
tions,” the report said. “In other cases, ad- 
vances in scientific technology will allow 
issues to be analyzed in significantly 
greater depth and detail than was possible 
at the time of the assassinations ” 

For example, an acoustical project de- 
signed by the committee will utilize sound 
recordings made in Dallas* Dealey Plaza 
on Nov. 22, 1963, when Kennedy was shot. 

“From original sound recordings it is 
now possible to illustrate the audible 
sounds by means of a computer print-out 
of decibel frequencies,” the report said. 
“An expert analysis of these decibel fre- 
quencies may enable the committee to de- 
termine the number, direction and timing 
sequence of the shots fired in Dealey Pla- 
za.” 

ANOTHER SPECIAL project involves 
photographs and computers in a trajectory 



study that will attempt to trace outward 
from the president the trajectory of the 
bullets that struck him. 

“This approach to determine the tra- 
jectory of the bullet^ has not been attempt- 
ed previously,” the report said. “Prior tra- 
jectory studies commenced with tracing 
from tiie assumed location of the assassin 
as opposed to tracing from the location of 
the president’s wounds.” 

The panel also has hired its own bal- 
listics and firearms experts to conduct mi- 
croscopic, visual and chemical analyses, 
and test firings. 

Nine forensic pathologists have been 
retained as consultants to restudy the na- 
ture and cases of the wounds on President 
Kennedy and on former Texas Gov. John 
Connally, who was in the car with the slain 
president. 

At the suggestion of the pathologists, 
the committee has ordered a series of new 
tests including soft X-ray and other tech- 
niques of determining whether the cloth- 
ing worn by President Kennedy and Con- 
nally contains any metal tracings, and 
anatomy studies to trace the origin of par- 
ticular bone fragments. 

In addition, there will be other studies 
of handwriting, wound ballistics and medi- 
cal evidence. 


